THE VAN METEREN’S OF HOLLAND AND AMERICA.

By Amptra Crav LEwis Vax Mzrer Rogers

PREFACE

This paper—a tribute to an honored name—endeavors to present some frag-
ments and parts of history relating to the origin, descent and sundry migrations
of a branch of the Van Meteren family from its habitat in Holland to its bagin-
nings in America.

It treats in particular, of the ancestry and descendants of Isaaec Van Metre,
the founder of ““Point Pleasant’’ in the Valley of Virginia, and who left &
numerous and worthy progeny,

Woven into the story iz something from the annals of early days—iracing
the movements and reciting the experiences, adventures, hardships and perils
of an heroie life spent along the border.

The lives of these forefathers are noteworthy for the influence and progres.
sivenesa which they exercised in the communities where they dwelt, and upon the
conditions of the times in which they lived-—which was in that Spartanie forma-
tive epoch that has no parallel in the history of any country at any time., And
from such &8 these—whose perseverance, courage and daring contributed much—
has been evolved this wonderful American nation.

The compiler has made extensive research among various original and offl-
eial records, has made free use of various authors and has left for your eon-
sideration only such facts ga are really believed to be accurate and eonclusive.

There is but little available concerning the residences of the Van Meterens in
Holland ; one sketeh, however, has been obtained which refers to the ‘“Huise
Van Meteren' situate in the Heerlykleid Metere, in Geldermelsen, as shown in
the picture. It was a stately structure, and the home, for many years and gen-
erations, of one the branches of the Van Metre family, and subsequently of
others. This maasion stood in & beautiful park of magnificent trees, soma of
which were of great height and dimensions. The house was rebunilt in 1768.9,
1t it has et last served its day; it was sold in December, 19086, and has since
Leen torn down,

If one examines the map of Holland it will be found that the Rhine, flowing
down from Germany, enters the Netherlands; and as it approaches the sea,



divides into several branches. Upon one of these is Arnheim, tle chief town
in Gelderland, some fifteen and odd miles from Amsterdam. Utrecht is on
another estuary that empties into the Zuyder Zee. The Waal, the prineipel
braneh of the Rhine, takes its course westerly until it unites with the Meuse,
and its waters from that point to the sce, are called the River Merws. On the
right bank of the Waal, as it nears the Meuss, is situated the pretty little town
of Thiel; one of the fortifications of Holland, twenty-two miles west-southwest
of Arnheim, and farther down, on the left bank, where the waters of the two
rivers join, is the island of Bommel, on the west side of which stands the castle
of Loevenstein made famous in 1619 as the prison of Grotius, the father of inter-
nationsl law, and author of ''Belli et Pacis,’’ or War and Peace. Thus, within
the radjus of & few miles, lies the fatherland of the Van Meterens.

Coat-of-Arms

Riestap, in hls “Armorial Generale”, describes the Cuicks Van Metetens as fol-
Jowa: "The Armorial bearings of the Cuick Van Metere were ahleld gules, with two
fesres argent, nccompanied by three marlete of the same, arranged two and cne,” or, In
plain English, the abield has a red ground with two horigontal bande silver and whits,
and three marlets (In heraldry, a sort of awallow without feet, dencting cadency—a

younger son) arranged two and one thus: ** or * | The Coat-of-Arma of the Van
L] LN

Meteren family of Holland are “guartered, firat and fourth ot silver, with a fleur de its,
gules, with second and third of gold with two tesses, gules accompanied with sight
martiets of same cotor arranged in arle”” That is to say, around the outer rim of the
shisld. The crest, & fleur de lis (the royal emblem of France). The title here, “Jr.” {8
synenymous with Jonkvrouw, young woman, feminine, and Jookheer, ¥oudg man, Mas.
enllne. “Ridderschup” and “Ridderedd” signjfes elther Nobillty or Xnlghthood.

The first mention of Meteren is in & deed dated September, 1253, in which
Otto, Count of Bentheim, transferred to Otto, Count of Gelre, his alodium,
malden, nlong the Earldom of Bevan Asperen. . . . It belonged to the ancient
femily and estates of the Cuiclts as recited in a certain deed of 1265, ete.

Meeteren, also called Meteren, is a village in the Tielerwaard. It belonged
to the ecommunity of (eldermalsen, of which it constitutes the southernmost
section. Meteren was formerly a manor in the provinee of Tiesterband, appar-
ently, a possession of the eounts who were placed ¢ver the section where Meteren
was situated . . . and belonged to the estate which family Van Cuick Van
Meteren possessed between the Rhine and the Waal, '

Almost one and a half centuries elapse before one again finds mention made
of Meteren and then it was under the direction .of Willem, Duke of Gelre and
Cuick. After the death of Jan V, Lord of Cuick, who had been at odds with
his father, the succeseion to Cuick fell to his sister Johanna. In 1394, Johanna
became Lady of Cuick and Grave. When ahe taok possession of the mmanor,
or about that time, she was given in marriage to Willem, son of the Dwke of
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Mechteld. The marriage agreement was concluded at Grave, Qctober 3, 1394,
and the wedding held at the same place December 24, 1394,

Johann Van Metoren, at Meteren, appears on the knighthood of 1548, and
on the ligt of 1555 “*dead’’ ia written after his name. He and Otto Van Haeften,
heirs of Johanna Van Cuick Van Meteren, had a suit against the Count Van
Buuren, on account of a flood in the Waal, az appears in letters of the Count
of Gelre from 1548 to 1547,

dJasper Van Meteren appears in the ‘‘Ridderschap'® (book of the knight-
hood, or nobility) of 1563 and 1578; at the later date the word ‘*dead’”’ is written
before his name. In the eame list is mentioned Willem Van Metere and Johan
Cuick Van Metere; and Aert Van Metere in the Bommelwaard. Jesper Van
Metere, in the knighthood of 1570, haq five aons and two daughters,

I. Carnelius Van Meteren, Uving 1581

. Jnn Van Meteren, living 1613,

1. Jr. Jasper Van Materen, Justice at Deijl 1610; “wall to do.”

iy, Johan Van Msteren, llving 1625

v. Willlam Van Meteran-Van Metsren, Lord of Meteren, living 1624.

¥l. Marie Van Meteran.
vil. Cornelia Van Moteren.

Corneliug Van Meteren, of the Bommelwaard, appears in the Chivalry
{Knighthood) of 1578. He had four children: (1) Captain Johan Van Meteren;
(2) Roelof; (3) Barbara, and (4) Gertruida Van Meteren, living 1524,

iv. John Van Cuick Van Meteren and Willem Vanr Cuick Van Meteren {v}
are mentioned in the list of the nobility for the years 1600, 1601.— '2, 16035, 1614,
1615-18 and in roll for 1619-21, as “‘dedd’’, Iu the records of Deijl, Willem is
mentioned as Lord Meteren; justice of 1620. He makes hia will dated August
8, 1624, and names the son of his brother Cornelius 1, Captain Johan Van
Meteren, as heir to the manor of Meteren, with his nephew Roelof and the latter's
sister, Marie Barbara and Gertruida joint heirs, otherwise. Exim, 29 July,
1629. Capt. John Van Cuick Van Meteren also inkerits from his unecle,
Willem (v}, certain legacies as recorded in & deed dated 12 November, 1652, and
in it are mentioned Capt. Johan's children A. Melehoir, in Kuighthood of
1615-24; B. Anneken, who married Mags Janzoon; . Balthaser, D. Adriaan;
E. Jobanna who married Jr, du Bois Van Houten; F. Joan, her Will in 1641;
and (. Hendrix Ven Cuiek Van Meteren, married in 1624.

A. Among the children of Melehoir, who married Anneken Ariens in 1630,
is, Justice 1640 deceased 1650, is eldest son Goosen (Jooste!) Van Meteren Van
Cuick. Anna, Melehoir’s widow, records deed May 12, 1600; makes her Will
September 7, 1656; and names heirs Jans Derick Olie, Qertje Van Beest and
Anneken Van Beest. She wea a widow when she married Melchoir Van Materen
and the Van Beest children were by her first husband. Goosen and Gertyje were
children by Melchoir's first marriage,



1. Captain Johan Van Cuick Van Meteren, son of Cornelius (i) married
Diske Van Meteren, and their son Melehoir matrried Anneken Arience and had
& son, Goosen, who was admitted to the ‘' Ridderschap’” of Neijmegen, June 26,
1651. The above Melchoir was presented, June 10, 1612, appeared 1615 and
admitted—as he had left the military service—and filled the office of Tielerwaard,
September, 1630; appears again in 1633 and 1649, signs “Van Meteren'’ and i8
called in the Book of Heraldry ‘Van Meteren Van Cuick™.

Among the names noted as inhabitants in the vicinity of Meteren may be
mentioned these:

1540, Jacob Van Meteren married with . . . Van Boxmesr.

1541. 10 Dec., Jan Van Meteren, justice at Metaren.

1541. Melcholr Van Materen, justice o 1580 and 1663.

1544, Qyshert Var Metersn.

1845. OGysbert Van Meteren married Jutten Van Herinjaen.

1665. Willem Van Materen, juatice.

1587. Cornelina Van Meteren at Deiil,

1424. Johan Van Materen, maater of horme at Tlelerwanrd, stc.

A. D. 1500 Cornelie Van Cruick Van Meteren ma rried to Otto Van Beeste,
7 June 1571, in the General State Archives the seals of Arnt and Jan Van Me-
teren can be found. A. D. 1800 Waalberg Van Meteren married Otto Van
Haeften in the Country of Nymegen. 20 Movember, 1634, Johann Van Meteren
was sergeant-major of Cavalry in the Country of Tiel {Thielerwaardt). 27 De-
cember 1646, Michael Jordaen de Cahiliser and Lady Josina Van Cuick Van
Meteren wore married at Hertogenboseh, the Capitol of the provinee of North
Brabant. 20 October, 1671 Maximillizen Van Meteren ‘‘is considered as abse-
lutely Knightly ', :

A son of Jan Van Cuick van Meteren, Lord of Meteren and a member of the
Riadersedel of 1555, Adriann by name, became Lord of Meteren and Kerkwick,
Colonial governor of Wandricken, and Lovenstein, married, and the wedding was
published in the Hague, December 15, 1636, to Emerentia Van Aerssen, daughter
of Jacgues, Lovd of Triangel, president of the Couneil of Brabant and Marie
Van der Vecken. Adriasn was buried at Materen, with eight quarterings.

Emmanuel Van Meteren

The western world’s wonderful progress and its dominant eivilization
gprings, primarily, from its discovery by the (Jencese Navigator, Columbus; in
1492, and then after some of the leading powers of the then Europe, stimulated
and gpurred on by the success of Spain and eager to emulate her enterprise, bagan
~ to rivel each other in exploration apnd territorial aggrandizement, found e¢ompen-
sating rewards in later discoveries, hence we find France, England, Sweden and
the Netherlands striving to achieve supremacy in the New World. The Dutch



had carefully explored and taken possession of a vast reaim; and were rapldly
planting her sons upon a province that extended from the Connecticut River on
the east, crossed the Delaware, and stopped at the eastern: shores of the Chesa-
peake Bey, before the English were aware of the significance and extent of the
Dutch policy of ' peaceful penetration.'”” Upen this magnificent territory they
bestowed the name of New Netherland in honor of the fatherland. Her great
day dawned in 1609 when Captain Henry Hudson, in hia famous ship ‘The Half-
Moon'', ploughed the waters of the North River which now bears his name. From
that eventful day down to the present time, the impress of the Dutch influence
is ineradicably stemped upon the land and its inhabitants. In this historic event
ome of its most interesting features is the fact that it was bronght about, mainly,
through the prestige and influence of the family Van Meteren of Holland. We
are told by the late Professor Fiske, is his ' Dutch and Quaker Colonies,”'* that
“‘the moment that history first actually knows him (Henry Hudsoen) is the first
day of May, 1607, when he sailed from Greenwich in command of an Arctic expe-
dition ; but we alse know that he was a eitizen of London; and the Duteh his-
torian Van Meteren, tells us that there was & warm friendship between Henry
Hudson, the navigator, and Captain John Smith.'’ Again: in a reference to
the Duteh East-India Company, Fiske says: ''Their offers were probably made
through Henry Hudson's friend, the Butch consul Van Meteren.’' Then again:
174 was Hudgen’s friend Vap Meteren who declared that English was only
‘hyoken Duteh' '*; and still again: '‘Hudson, in 1608, knew scarcely a word of
Duteh.” Emmanuel Van Meteren wrote an account of Hudson's Voyage of
Discovery.?

Let s consider, for a moment, who this potential Emmanuel Van Meateren
wes. Reliable authorities rank him as one of the most learned end prominent
of Hollanders. As & youth starting in life as a student—but all the while being
trained in the business house of Sebastian Daukhearts at Antwerp, and passing
beyond this—to become & scholar, historian, statesman, and philosopher. These
represent some of the degrees of progression in his career. He was the author
of ““Historie Van de Ocrlogen en Geschiedenissen der Nederlanderen'’ (A His-
tory of the Netherlands), a book that has been transtated and published in several
lenguages; and all these accomplishments were being acghired while continning
his business, and serving his country as Duteh consul, at London, during the reign
of Edward VI and his sister Mary, of England. Emmannel was born at Ant-
werp, June 9, 1535, he was the grandson of Cornelius Van Meteren, and the son
of Jacob Van Meteren, of Breda—who was a printer, a linguist and & acientiat.
This Jacob, in association with Miles Coverdale, was the translator, printer and
publisher, at Antwerp, of the first English version of the Bible a work that is,
today, in ita original edition, worth its weight in gold. ‘The mother of Emmanuel,

1 pigka, "Dutch and Queksr Colonlss," Vol I, p. 82.
' Winsor, Justin, “Narmtive and Critical Histery of Amerlea,” Vel IV, p. 424,



Jacob’s wife, was Ortillia Ortels, or (Ortelius), the daughter of William Ortels
of Aushurch {Augsberg), and a granddaughter of Abrabam Ortels, the famous
geographer. It will thus be readily seen that the lineage of Emmanunel Van
Meteren was of the most worthy and auspicious character, which was reflected
in the qualities of their gifted son,

The Van Meterens removed to London to reside—to which place he had besn
appointed Dutch consul.! In 1583 he was chesen to be chief of council of the
**College of Duteh Merchants’’ of London; meanwhile earrying on his business
and attending to his duties as consul until his death, in his seventy-seventh year,
April 8, 1612, He was buried at St, Denis’ Church, in London, where a monu-
ment was erected,

JAN JOOSTEN VAN METEREN

The branch of the family with whom we sre concerned came to America
in 1662, as revealed in the papers of the ship **Vos" (Fox), arriving at New
Amsterdam on the 12th of September of that year,! though there is some evi-
dence that leads us to suppose that the emigrant ancestor was here ai least
a year hefore this date.?

The coming of the Van Meteren family in the latter part of the seventeenth
eentury to New Netherland was in the period when the colony was progressing
under the most favorable conditions and st a time which eoinecided with the
founding of a settlement among the fooi-hills of the Catskill Mountains on the
west side of the Hudson, in Ulster County, New York, and about sixty miles
above the Bay. Here a group of Dutel, and another of French Huoguenst emi-
grants, had cbtained patents for lands and were already established ang the
settlements were constantly being increased by additions from the Bay townx
belew and in a short time the fertile valleys of the Waalkill and the Esopus
sheltered & collection of thrifty little communities, thus, in the twenty-odd years
between 1660 and the maturity of the Van Meteren or Van Metra children, about
1680, the settlements known as New Paltz, Wyltwick, Eusopus, Hurley, and
Marbletown were founded in elose proximity to each other and were finally
merged into what has sinee been called the Kingston County. Behind them
rose the bulwark of the Catskiils, and beyond these mountains, and out of
their western slopes, gushed the head-springs of the Delaware and the Susque-

lawmnor, Juatln  “Narrative and Critlcal History of America,” Vol. IV, . 424, Notes 1

and 2.

Emanuel Van Materen, author of “Historis Van de Qotlegsn sn Geschisdenissen @er Neder
landeren” born at Antwerp, 1535, was a grandson of William Ortels, of Augsburg, and first
couein of the hiatorlan, Abraham Ortellus. He lived in Englan? ag merchant and Quteh conaul
until 1812, the year of ala death. Emanyuel Yan Meteren's history was priginelly publiahed
I Latin at Amaterdam, 1557, He tranelated the work inte Flamleh, and published it in 1559,
then continued it in the aame language up to 1612, in which ahape It woa publahed atter his
death at Arnhelm in 1814, French sditions of the work appeared In 1618 and 1870 and o Garman
one at Frankfor: in 1603, "It s a minute dascrl&tlon af the discoveries made by Hudaon, and
his information regarding Hudson's voyage of 160%, we may assume, was derived from Hudson
himsaelf on his return to England.”

1 “Documentary History of Mew York." I, pp, 62, SA.

¥ New Natherlund Regliter, February, 1811, p. 26,



hapna rivers, which, in their respective courses, first provided trails for the
native tribes, and by which they had intercourse with their southern con-
temporaries.

On the east shore of the Delaware, in south Jersey, the Swedes had loeated
early and fortified their holdings. Between Fort Nassau, which was located
nearly opposite the site of Philadelphia, down to Fort Elsinborg, on Penn’a
Neck, which was across the river from Fort Christiana at the mouth of the
Brandywine, were several intervening settlements; so we find them ecolonized
on the Racoon, Timber, Cohansey, Szlem and Maurice Creeks; and along a
trail which the Van Meterens afterward took, leading southward from the bay
at New Amsterdam to New-Amstel, or, as it is now, New Castle, in the state of
Deigware. The eastern part of this overland path started from Bergen and
ran southwesterly, crossing the Passaio and Raritan rivers, and touching the
Delaware at ‘‘the Falls’’ now Trenton, New Jersey, and there, by fording the
shallow rapids to the west side, passed through the old Swedish plantation on
the Pennybeck, and sc on to New Castla. At this point, where the Delaware
peninsula is the narrowest, another overland trail led to the head of Eik river, in
Maryland; and by that tributary entered Chesapeske Bey, and by it and
beyond, passed through the mountain gaps of the Potomae, to distant points
in the colony of Virginia.

The path from New York to Philadelphia was called '*The King’s High-
way'’ in 1675, and was then, as it is today, the main artery of travel between
the two chief cities of the eastern colonies. Another path followed the eastern
share of the Delaware, intersecting the little Swedish villages that lay along the
way between Somerset and Middlesex eounties to the province of East Jersey,
on down to the vieinity of Fenwick’s English coleny at Salem, in the province
of West Jersey. [En route, there was a divergenee in the trail which led to Mat-
tinicock Island and Lassa Point, sitvated about where the ¢ity of Burlington
now stands. It was by these primitive paths that the various and widely sep-
arated settlements in the middle colonjes were conneeted and from which they
continually acquired growth from the flow of ploneers, were to pierce the Blue
Ridge at the Potomac and sbsorb the Virginia Valieys beyond.

The foregoing is thus elaborately set forth that we may the more readily
trace and understand the migratory movements of the Van Metre or Van Meter
forefathers from Ulster County, New York, to their final abiding place in
Virginia,

I is well known in Holland the prefix ““Van'' to a name signifies of ‘*The
House of Meteren’’ and was originally spelled without the capital “*V’',

The Van Meter family of Ameriea as far as I can find out descended from
two men; Jan (Gysbertsen van Meteren, who married Neltje Van Cleef, and Jan
Joost van Meteren both of whom emigrated from the provinee of Gelderland



Holland, These two names in English would be John Gisbertson of Meteren
and Kryn or Krine Janser Van Meteren. They located in Ultricht, in Kings'
County, and afterwards removed to Monmouth County, New Jersey.!

Jan Joost Van Meteren

Jan Joost Van Meteren of Thierlewoodt, with his wife and five children,
whose ages ranged from twe and a half to fifteen years, arrived in the
ghip *‘Fox'’, at New Amsterdam, in New Netherlands on the 12th of April,
186622 He married in 1646 Macyke Hendricksen or (Hendrygksen) of Map-
pelen, in the provinee of Dreuth in Holland, the daughter of Hendricks of
Lasckervelt and his wife Anne Jan Jans, She is supposed to have been the
sister of Femmetjen Hendricksen, who married Jooste Adriensen, of Pyonaker
Holland, on the 20th of March, 1663-4. Upen the death of Jooste Ariencesen
of “‘Boswick”, upon Long Island-eirea 1685, Jan Joosten Van Meteren was
appointed administrator, tutor of decedent *s children, and arbitrater in the pro-
ceedings regarding the sale of some land in Hurley which had been sold to
Derick Schepmos by Arience during his life time.

Jan Joosten Van Meteren’s children were: Jooste Jams, Cathrin, (Geertje,
Lysbeth, and Gysbert; Jooste Jans, being the eldest son, as appears by the
father’s records.?

In the fall of 1662 Jan Joosten Van Meteren settled in Wildwyeh (now
Kingston, Ulster County, New Jersey) and dwelt many years in that vieinity,
which included the towns of Hurley, Marbletown, and Fsoppus. He iz not
noted in the activities of that community until the 7th of June, 1663, the date
when the Minnisink Indiang made an attack on the village and its vieinity raid-
ing and burning the settlement of Hurley and Kingston and carrying away
women and children in eaptivity. Among the latter were Jan's wife and chil-
dren, Jooste Jans being one of them as well as Catherine du Bois, the wife of
Louis du Bois, and their dsughter Sarah; whom Jooste Jans Van Meteren
later married, Thess were taken to the fastnesses of the Catskill Mountains
and remained in captivity for months, but were reseued on the eve of torture
by du Bois, and Captain Martin Kreiger's company of Manhattan soldiers; the
trainband finally rounded up the Indians and defeated them on Beptember 3,
1663. In connection with this tragic experience the following statement is
quoted: *About ten weeks after the capture of the women and children, the
Indians decided to celebrate their own escape from pursuit by burning some
of their vietims and the ones selected were Catherine du Bois, and her baby
Sara. A cubical pile of logs was arranged and the mother and child placed

1 Betgen’s "Annuls of King's County, Mew Tersey.” pp, 345, ¥

46
¥ “Docutnantary Hist of New York," III, pn. 53-83. Tearbogk Historical Boclety Naw
York, 1858, *New Netherland Ragiater,™ Fabruary, 1Pl1, p. 24.

t Probata Recorda of Ulstar County, New Jerzey.



thereon; when the Indians were about to apply the torch, Catherine began to
sing the 137th Psalm as a death chant. The Indians withheld the fire and gave
her respite while they listened; when she had fnished they demanded more, and
before she had finished the last one her husband and the Dutch soldier’s from
New Amsterdam arrived and surrounded the savages, killed and eaptured some,
end otherwise inflicted terrible punishment upon them and released the
prisoners,!: 2

Captain Kreiger's Journal which gives a general account of the expedition
of rescue, unfortunately does not name him, but it is elsewhers stated that it
was due to Joosts Jan's three months' association with the Indians, during his
captivity, that gave him the knowledge of their habits, trails, plana and wat
feuds with other tribes, and so impressed him with & desire for their adventurous
life.

In a list of the inhabitants of Ulster County, New York, who subscribed
to the cath of allegiance, due to a change in the sovereignty of the country,
between the 21st and 26th of October, 1664, the name of Jan Joosten appears
among them. After this date frequent notice of him oceurs upon the records
of Kingston as a farmer, and a man of growing impeortance in civil and religioux
matters. Ia 1665 he wes appointed referee in a law suit between two of the
citizens, and on August 26, of the same year, he is mentioned as an appraiser
of the personal estate of Dr. Gysbert van Inbrock, who was a physician and
apothecary of the vicinity. The decedent’s inventory included among other
valuable books, a eopy of Emmanuel Van Meteren's History; and at a sale
of the effects, on the $th of September, following, Jan was a purchaser io
the extent of nearly 100 guilders—two of the items he bought were the ‘'Bee-
hive'', by the famous Marnix, Lord of St. Aldegonde, and ''The Chroniclea of
the Kings of England'’, and these books aptly showed ihe character of Jan
Joosten’s culture? A further appointment came to Jan a '‘Scheppen’, or
to a position synonymous to that of the minor judiciary, which, under the laws
of the time, gave him jurisdiction in all eivil cases under the sum of 100 guilders;
but in cases above that amount such sction must be referred to the Director-
General and the Council. He could pronounce sentence in criminal actions, sub-
ject to appeal, so we may assume that he enjoyed a position but little removed
below the highest court in the province.

From about this time Jan Joosten was frequently sought as a witness to
various marringes, or s sponsor at the baptisms of children at the homes of
relativez and friends. In some inatances baptisms were performed ‘‘at Jan
Joosten’s in the presence of the whole consistory,”’ these distinetions were no
doubt due to his position in the church, in which he had been elected an elder,

‘Mu'tln Krelper's Journal.
fMacKentle'a “Ceolonlal F‘umllles of United States,” VII, p. 472,
!.S;N.' Netherland Regloter,"” Pebrumry, 1911, pp. 35, 26, 27. “Hazzards Aooala,” I,
P



in 1867, or, as & civil officer in the community. During the trouble in Wylt-
wick in the same year, caused by the offengiveness of the soldiers of the English
garrison, Jan Joosten, with three other citizens, ncted as mediaters in the dispute
and were able to concilinte the inhabitants and thus prevented violence to lives
and property.

The first inetance of bis purchase of land appeara in a record which reads:
1t Jan Joosten had, from Governor Lovelace, a deed for a lot dated March 20th,
1671, in Marbletown,” and ‘‘on the 11th October following—received confirma-
tion of his 30 acre lot in Marbletown.’"

Jan Joosten was selected, October &, 1673, as one of the four magistrates of
Hurley and Marbletown-—to supervise the merging of the village of Niew-Drop
into those of Hurley and Marbletown under the English rule, The other magis-
trates were Jan Breerson, Louis du Bois, and Roelof Hendricksen. And not-
withstanding the change of government, Jan was continued in that eivil office
until the return of Duich supremacy, in 1675, when Governor Colve reappointed
kim to serve for another term.

Jan Joosten is named as justice of the peace for Eusopus and w&s present
st the Court of Azzizes, in New York, on October 4, 5 and 6, 16822

Macyken, wife of Jan Joosten is named as a benefleiary in the will of
Everdt Pary; dated 26th March, 1675.2

With the regaining of the Country by the English, the inhabitants were
again required to sweer allegiance to their new overlords, so it is recorded that
Jan Joosten onee more performed this act of feslty 1st September, 1689

We now approach a very interesting phase of Jan Jcosten's career, in which
he takes on the stetus of a patroon, or landed proprietor. Aside from what he
had acguired in Ulster County—the Wasseraker's land, for instance, and pos-
sibly other parcels—hs obtained land grants in the province of East Jersey
through s period extending from 1689 to the year of his death, in 1708,

In Company with his son-in-law, Jan Hamel, who had married his daughter
Geertje Crom (sometimes called “@irty Jans'’) in 1682* Jan Joosten appeared
in Bast Jersey, where they jointly bought on October 18, 1603, from Edward
Hunloke, the deputy Governor, of Wingerworth, Burlington County, & planta-
tion of 500 acres located at Lassa, or “tLazy Point’” on the Delaware River.
opposite the present city of Burlington. Lassa Point lay about twenty-three
miles northeast of Philadelpbis, and was originally seated by three or four
Dutch families “who were there' '—said Governor Philip Carteret-—‘in 1666
and to whom he confirmed patents in 1678. The Mattinicock Island, which Iay
fn the river opposite Burlington and Lassa Point, was subsequently the home
of Peter Jemue, a noted Colonial character and trader. The record of this pur-
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¢hase by Joosten and Hamel reads that title was given *‘to John Joosten and
John Hamel, both now or late of Socpus (Eusopus in the Kingston locality)
N. Y., yeomen'’. At the same time Hunloke gave the grantees a bond guaran-
teeing them undisputed possession of the premises; and on the following day the
grantees executed and delivered to Hunloke their bond and mortgage on the 500
acres.! Later, Jan Joosten, in his own name, granted two hundred acres of
this land at Laassa Point, and the title was confirmed by law in 1697.2
Jan Joosten next appears ag an individual purchaser of certain lands in
Somerset County East Jersey, as may be seen from the record of a deed passing
title from Governor Andrew Hamilton and Agnes, his wife, and under date
September 13, 1700, to “‘Jane {Jan) Joosten of Marbletown, New York, Yeo-
man."” There were four parcels of this land, seperately numbered, and desiz-
nated as unsurveyed and unappropriated lands, lying contiguous on the South
Branch of the Raritan River, in the neighborhood of the present eity of Somer-
vilte, N, J., the County sest of Somerset. As a whole, the plantation aggre-
gated 1,835 acres. It consisted of broad and fertile meadows on the Raritan;
and the loeality was already partially seated by groups of Duteh and Scoteh
- peeple from the Kill-Van-Kull snd Perth, with a few French from Staten
Island, who had come into this region about fifteen or twenty years before. On
the above date there is a record of Jan Joosten being at Piscataway {Perth},
where he probably went to meet the Governor and obtain his grant.® The above
geama 1o be the extent of his purchases, His will was found fled, with en in-
ventory of his personal property, in the Burlington County Surrogate's office.
This instrument is endorsed * Will of Jan Joosten of . . . June 13th, 1708,
and is further marked “‘Dutch.’’ His personal estate included six slaves, &
negro men, women and four children. The appraisers were Joris Ven Neste
and Hendrix Runersen: it was sworn te by ¢'John Van Mator.'’ Antedating
this document is ““a testamentary disposition’' signed jointly by Jan Joosten
and hig wife, Macyke Hendricksen, and dated 16th December, 1681, which reads:
Macyke Hendricksen shall retain full possession of the estate. She consents
that the survivor shall possess everything, lands, houses, personal property,
movey, gold, silver—cained or uncoined. After their decease the property is to
be inherited by their children—Jooste to have ane balf the entire estate first.
Jooste and Gysbert to have the land at Marbletown-~Jooste one-hal? and then
the other half to be divided between them. Geertye to have the land at Wasse-
maker’s land. Children of Lysbeth, deceased, to have their portion in money
from the other children.t
Jooste Jans was the eldest son—therefore, the heir-at-law and entitled to
double portion. Geertze was the eldest daughter, who, from the additional name

10al. Arch. Naw Jarsey, lat Ber., XXII, &p 14, 447, B17.
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of **Crom,"” suggests that she had been married before this time, or that she
was the daughter of Jan Joosten by a former marriage and carried her mother’s
pame as the custom wag in Holland, Lysbeth pre.deceased her father and Jeft
children, Another daughter, not named in the will, is supposed to have been
Cathrin, and can only be aceounted for by ber marrizge and in having received
ber portion srd so disappears from considerstion in the distribution of the
property.

Jan Joosten Van Meteren was in every sense, an enterprising and influen-
tial citizen; s man of vigion, initiative, culture and other fine and useful quali-
ties, and in whom the people placed their matters of trust without fear of being
betrayed or exploited. He was indeed, a worthy progenitor of the line of
descendants who have distinguished themselves in every sphere of usefulness,
He died in 1706, his will dated June 12th of this year being filed among the
Dutch wills of New Jersey.

His Colonial Record is ‘“He took the oath of allegiance 1664, was referes
in a lawsuit 1665, Schepen 1665 and 1668.”" In 1673 he was one of the four
Magistrates of Hurley and Marbletown and in 1676 petitioned fer a minister
to governor Andros.!: 1.8

Joost Janse Van Meteren

Joost Jans Van Meteren's (born 1660 died 1700-05 the eldest son of Jan
Joosten Van Meteren) early life, aside from hiz adventures, while yet a small
boy, with the Indians in 1663, has not been revealed, but may be assumed to
have been pretty much the same as that of other youths, until the time of his
engagement to marry was published in the banns of the Reformed Dutch Chuarch
&t Kingston, on the 18th of November, 1682, and which was followed by his
marriage announcement in this wise: ‘‘Jooste, Jans, J. M. of Meteren, born
in Gelderland, residing in Mormer (Marbletown) and Sara du Bois, J. D. of
Kingston, residing in the Nieuw-Pals {(New Platz) married in the Pals, 12
December, 1682.°+

Sara du Bois was the daughter of Louis du Bois (1626-96) The *‘Patentes’’
from Artois, Franee and Cathrine Blanchan, hig wife. Sara was baptized at
Kingston, September 14, 1664, They had issue:

1, Jan, bapt. October 14, 1683. Sponsers: Jan Joostsn, Macyken Hendricksed.

fl, Rebekka, bapt. April 26, 1888, Sponsers: Jacob du Bols, Gysbert Crom.
iI5. Lysbeth, bapt. March 3, 1689. Sponaer: Catrynda du Sels.

iv. Immarc, bapt. circa, 1692, (Record missing.)

v. Hendriz, bapt. Sept. 1, 1895, Bponsers: Dayld du Bols, Janskken' Molenawl,
*Rhodes, N, O, “Colontal Famillas of the United States,” Val, VII pp. 419, 474
:8mith's “Dulss Shephsd, Van Metsr Ganealogy,”’ pp 0-1T.

* Lajdlsy “Van Mater Sketchen.™

4 Recards Raformad Church at Hingeton, New TYork.
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i. Jan (John) in 1883 who later settled in Berkeley County, Virginia,
dying there in 1745, leaving eleven children one of whom, Elizabeth, married Col.
Thomas Shepherd apd ancther Soloman Hedges mentioned in Geo. Washing-
ton’s Journal when surveying beyond the Blue Ridge 174748,

il. Rebeeca Van Meter born 1686. Wed-1704, Cornelius Elting, and had
ten children.

iii, Lyabetk Van Meter born 1689,

iv. Isanc Van Meter the fourth child of Joost Jan Van Meteren and Rarah
du Bois was not baptized at Kingston as far as the reeords show, . . .

v. Hendrick (Henry) Van Meter born 1695, who married a number of
times, and finally settled in Salem County, Naw Jersey, where he died in 1759,
leaving ten children; his last wife was Mary, siater of Erasmus Feltere,

Joost Jan Van Meteren became sufficiently Americanized to spell his name
John instead of Jan, and finally dropped the “‘n"’ off, thus leaving the namea
Van Metre, So Joost Jans is the John Van Meter a *'Dutchman from the
Hudson’" who wad the noted Indian trader and explorer of the Shemandosh
Valley who ‘Spied out the land’* about the time of Governor Spotswood's Expe-
dition, 1716. He equipped & band of Delaware or Caugh Indians and while
on this expedition he explored the ccuntry then almost unknown to the white
people, the Valley of the South branch of the Potomae (known then by the
Indian name of the Wappatomake). On his return he advised his sons to take
up the land in **The Wappatomiea Valley in the South Branch Dottom above
the Trongh,”” as it was the firest land he had discovered in all his travels!
By the nature of his life, his habitation was seldom fixed for a definite length
of time, but proof exists that he dwelt at different periods in the states of New
York, New Jersey, and Penneylvania,

Isaaec Van Metre

A particular instance which involves quite a group of the Van Metre family
in found in “An Indenture dated June 19, 1714, hetween Colonel Danjel Coxe,
of Burlington, of the one part, and Jacob du Bois, of the county of Ulster New
York, and Sarah du Bois of the eounty of Balem, and John Van Metre and Isaac
Van Metre, of the County and division aforesaid, of the other part,’’ recites that
Daniel Coxe purchased Thomas William's land in Salem County—7,000 acreg-—
in consideration of ‘‘£750 lawful pounds money of New York, at eight shiilings
the ounce,’’ and the said Coxe conveys unto the said Jacob du Bois, Sara du
Bois, John Van Metre and Isaaec Van Metre, 3,000 acres beginning on & branch
of the Maurice River, and being part of the 7,000 aeres taken up upon the right
of the three property purchases of Thomas Williams by Danie! Coxe.2 Shourds,
the Salem county historiar, states that ''these parties divided their lands by the

2 Kercheval, Samuasl, “History of tha Valley,” p. 48,
PLiber, D, D,, p. 114, 8Salen Dacda.



compass, the du Bois teking theirs on the north side of a line and the Van Metres
on the moutk side. The Van Metres continued to purchase until they owned
a very large portion of the land reaching from the Overshot Mill on Uppar
Alloways Creek, near Daretown, southeasterly to Fork Bridge, about 6,000 acres
in all.''® The grantees thereof were Sarah du Bois, wife or widow, of the elder
John Van Metre; her two sons, John and Isaac Van Metre; and her brother,
Jacob du Bois, Hers Sarah established her son Issac permanently, ss she
thought, as by a deed dated 27 May, 1726, reciting **for and in consideration of
the love, good will and affection I have and do bear toward my loving and dutiful
son Isase Van Metre of the province aforesaid,’” the mother transfers to him
three hundred and two acres of land lying at Pile’s Grove betwesn Nickomus
Run and Salem Creek, Possession of this property was teken over by Isasc on
the 26th of May, 1726, in the presence of Cornelius Elting Jr.4 In Salem, prior
to 1703, is a record in the *'Eara Marke Book reciting that John and Isase
Van Metre Jr, had recorded cattle and sawine.t

The ambition, and that restless spirit, inherited from the father with his
vision sund early advice, inspired the two Van Metre brothers to launch the
scheme to eolonize their relatives and friends in the Valley of Virginia. Between
them John Van Metre and his brother Isaac they obtained from Governor Gooeh,
of the British Crown and eouncil of Virginia, on the 30th of June 1730, a grant
of forty thousand aeres of land, umappropriated and unsurveyed, in Spottsyl-
vania ¢ounty in the Northern Neck of Virginia.

Copy from the Original Van Meter Grants

‘At a council held in the capitel the 17th day of June, 1730. Present.—The
{lovernor, Robert Carter, James Blair, William Byrd, John Raobinson, John Cart,
Rd. Fitzwilliam, Johe Grymes, Wm, Dandridge, John Curtis,—Bsquires, Several
petitions being this day offered to the Board for leave to taks up land on the
River Bherando on the Northwest side of the Great Mountains, Robert Carter,
Elaq, Agent for the Proprietars of the Northern Neck moved that it might be
entered that he on hehalf of the sd Proprietors claimed the land on the sd Biver
Sherando as belonging to the sd Propristors & within the limite of their Grant
it belonged sole to the Proprietors to grant the sd lands wch moven at his re-
quest is entersd and then the Board proceded to the hearing of the sd Petitions.
On reading at this Board the Petition of John Van Metre astting forth that he
is desirious to take up a Traet of land in this Colony on the West side of the GQreat
Mountaine for the settlement of himself and eleven children and also that divers
of his Relations and friends living in the Government of New York are also
deairons to maove their families and effects and Settle in the same place if a

" ghourd's “History of Fenwick's. Colony,” pp. 301-§.
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Sufficient Quantity of land may be assigned them for that purpose and praying
that ten thousand acres of land lying in the forks of the Sherando River imelud.
ing the places called by the name of Cedar Litch and Stoney Lick and running
up between the branches of the said river to complete that guantity and twenty
thousand acres not already teken up by Robert Carter and Mann Page, Esgrs,
or any other,—lying in the fork between the sd River Sherando and the River
Cohongurcota and extending thence to Operkon and up the Bouth Branch thereof
may be assigned for the Habitation of himself and family and friends. The
Glavernor, with the advice of his council is pleased to give leave to the sd John
Ven Metre to take up the sd first mentioned tract of ten thousand acres for the
set’lem’t of himself and his family, and that as soon as the Petitioner shall bring
on the last mentioned Tract twenty £amilies to Inhabit on that this Board is sat-
isfied ac many are to remave thither leave be and it is hereby granted him for
surveying the last mentioned tract of twenty thoussnd acres within the limits
above deseribed in so many several dividens as the pet'r and his sd partners
shall think fit. Arnd it is furthered ordered that no person is permitted to enter
for or teke up sny part of the afsd Lands in the meantime provided the sd
Van Metre snd his family and the twenty other families of his Relations and
friends do settle thereon within the space of two years according to his
proposal.’"

“*Jsaac Ven Meter of the Provinee of West Jersey having by petition to
this Board set forth that he is desirous to settle himself on the West aide of the
Qreat Mountains, He has been to view the lend in those parts and has dis-
covered a place where settlement may conveniently be made, not possessed by
any one of the English Inhabitants and praying that ten thousand acres of
land lying between the lands surveyed for Robt. Carter, Esq., and the forks
of the 8henando river and the river Operkon in as many several tracts or Divi-
dends as shall be necessary for the accommodation and ssttlement of ten fami-
lies (including his awn) who proposes to bring to the said land:

The Governor with the advice of the Council is pleased to order as it is
hereby ordered that the said Isasc Van Meter for himself and his partners have
leave to take up the said gquantity of ten thousand acres of land within the
limita above deseribed and that if he bring the above number of families to dwell
there within two years; Patent be granted him and them for the same in suck
peveral tracts or Dividends as they shall think fit and in the meantime the same
be referred free from entry of any other person, Dated at Williamsburg, 17th
June, 1730."

The Council sitting at Williamsburg from 1721 to 1734 expresaly sets forth
in their order dated 17th June, 1730, that Isaac the Petitioner had been to view
the lands in those parts—'‘those parts’’—are described in the survey made

1 MES., Journal of the Governor and Councll of Virginia, Sesslon IT2L-173, p. 344,



within the two years—as lying along both sides of the Shenandaahk--one to
John and one to Isage. And these surveys embrace forty thousand acres each,
and were confirmed to these brothers May 12, 1732.% #

The Van Metres, within the twa years allowed in the grants had transferred
land to Jost Hite, their relative in New York, also a Hollander, on August 5,
1731 to begin settlement cn the lands? The Van Metres, however, under some
mutual arrangement, retained options on certain choice spots in the Valley in
the arca originally granted them by Governor William Gooch. One of these
pareels—thers are two—contained one thousand seven hundred and eighty six
acres and the other eight hundred and eighty five acres, and both were loeated
on the west side of the Sherando River, in a new country soon to be called
Orange. Patents for these tracts were issued on October 3, 1734, the year
Orenge County wad ereeted and established.?

Thus it was that the Van Metre’s beheld and explored that “*land of Prom-
ise’’ where they envisioned the future as they looked upon the beautiful valley of
Virginia sweeping southward, enfolded by the evergrean Blue Ridge, whose west-
ern slepes fell gently to the verdant meadows and sheltered limestone bottoms
that were washed by the swift waters of the Shenandosh and those of the placid
Potomae. This sylvan wilderness of Lord Fairfax, which he called ‘‘the North-
ern Neck’' of Virginie was the ‘'land of Goshen'' to which the restless pioneers
of the east shortly eame, and whose first settlement may be traced to the intrepid
trader Van Metre; and it actually began with the granting of a vast area to his
gons on the 17th of June, 1780, XKnown as the Shenandoah (Shenendo, Sher-
ando, or Sherundo) Valley of Virginia.

Isaee Van Meter, in conformity with his father’s advice came to Virginia
about the year 1736 or '37, and made what wag called a '‘Tomakawk Improve-
ment'* on these lands, immediately above the trough, where *‘Fort Pleasant'’
was afterward erected.?

Isaec Var Metre owned tracts of land in Salem County and passed a very
active life there. He took s prominent part in the founding of the Pitisgrove
{Pikesgrove) Presbyterian Church of Salem County, New Jersey, the covenant
of which was signed as no, 1—his wife Hannah, 2—their son- Henry, 3—their
daughter Sarah, 4—

Isaac Van Metre married about 1717 at Mooreland Manor, Pennsylvanis,
Anze or Annah (Anzetgie) Wynkoop, the daughter of Garritt Wynkoop and
his wife Jacomytge Fakker. Unfortunately the records of the Church and the
Church were destroyed. In the beginning it was the fatherland religion but
waa admitted to the Presbytery of Philadeiphia, which aceounts for the change

¥ Bas 0l files in Btate Library, Rickmond, Virginla. %
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to Presbyterianism of Isance and his family. Their seven children were born in
Ulster County, New York, between the years 1694 and 1713,
{, Henry Van Meter wed March 7, 1741, at the Firat Preabyterian Church, Phila-
delphle, Rebecca du Bols, daughter of lssac and Rebeécca (his coasin du Bois).
ii. Barah Van Mster baptized February 43, 1722, martied January 27, 1741-2, John
Richman.
{il. Rehecca Van Meter, wha martisd Abraham Hite, son of Joeat Hite, in 1751,
iv. Ourret Vao Meter (b. 1732, 4, 1788), of whom later we will deal In full.
v, Jacob Van Meter, of whom nothing definiis is known,
vi. Catherine Van Moter, who married George MeCulloch and died presumably
without issus hetwoen 175768,
vil, Hids Vo Muter, of whom nothing is known.

These parents and four children took np their permenent abode at **Fort
Pleasant'’ in the Indiar Old Fields, now Hardy County, West Virgiria, in
1744.

Isanc Van Meter, the founder and owner of ‘' Fort Pleasant'’ when guite
an old man was killed and scalped by the Indians, only a short distance outside
of his fort in the year 1757, leaving & widow and four ehildren. His will dated
February 15th, 1754, was probated in 1757, and recorded im the old County
Olerk’s Office at Romney, West Virginia

Garyett Van Meter

Garrett Van Meter and the son of Isaac Van Meter the founder of ‘' Fort
Pleasant’’ and his wife Anne Wynkoop was born in the State of New York,
February, 1734, and came with his parents and the balance of their family to
Hardy County, Virginia in 1744. He married Mrs, Ann Sibley, whose maiden
name was Ann Markee, in 1756. He inherited from his father’s estate ‘‘Fort
Ploasant', and a large tract of the surrounding lands. He was a Colonel in
the Revolutionary War, and eommanded & regiment of militia in General Wash-
ington’s Army.t 3 He lived and died in 1788 at old ‘'Fort Pleasant'’ ga full
of honor as of years. Their children were:

{. Isast, horn December 10th, 1757, married Bettls Inskeep. Hs waa in Gen.
George Rogers Clark's campalgn in 1778 againat Vincefnes. A Burgess from
Frederick County, Virginla,

. JIacob, borm May 18, 1764, of whom later—,

i, Ann, born April 16th, 1767, married Abel Beymour,

Jacob Van Meter
Jacob Van Meter born May 18th, 1764, married 1791 Tabitha Inskeep the
dnughter of Joseph Inskeep and his wife Hannah McCulleek. He was a
('vlonel and commanded & regiment in the War Against Graat Britain in 1812-13.
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He built in the South Branch Valley a fiour mill, which was constructed to run
by water power, He was an enterprising business man, and for many yeara
a partner with Chief Justice Marshall in the breeding of thoroughbred horaes.®
Colonel Jacob Van Meter’s house was headquarters for ministers of the gospel
who passed through the Shenendoah Valley, whether Presbyterian or Methodiat.
He was an elder in the Presbyterian Church.t He died in 1825.

Colonel Jacob Van Meter aund his wife Tabitha, had born to them the fol-
lowing children,

1. Haonah, born 8th November, 1791, marrlad Joho Hopowell,

il. Apn, born 1st April, 1793, never married. Died October, 1892,

{li. TIsmac, boro 24 September, 1734, of whom later.

ir. Rebececa, born 2nd Mey, 1703, Never married.

¥. Busan, born 12th December, 1807, Never merried.

Isane Van Meter

Isane Van Meter, born 24th September, 1794, in old ""Fort Plessant,”
Hardy County, in what is now West Virginia. He received a good English edu-
cation from the best teachers obtained at that time, a thorough training from
big father in the best mode of farming and the care and attention of live stock.
He supplied the Philadelphia and Baltimors markets with the fnest beef and
pork.

‘When Isaac Van Meter was sbout twenty-three years of age he came to
Kentucky; bringing with him about seven thousand dollars worth of property,
consisting chiefly of negro slaves, horse stock and money. He was married by
the Rev. William W, Martin, on June 17, 1817, to Rebecca, daughter of Cap-
tain Tsaac Cunningham and his wife, Sarah Hearnesa, who was born in Hardy
County, Virginia, October 14, 1800, and removed with her parents to Clark
County, Eentucky, in 1802,

Tsane Van Meter and Captain Issac Cunningham were for many years
equal partpers in their business affairs, They brad the finest thoroughbred
horses for some ysars; and beeame quite noted for their famous importation of
Shorthorn cattle in 1834, They each owned more than one thousand actres of
as valuable lands as were in Kentueky; sbout four miles northwest of 'Win--
cheater, on the ‘‘Van Meter Pike'’ which to this day carries that name. He
died in 1854,

Isaac Van Meter end hia wife Rebecca had fiftesn children born to them,
snd raised ten to be grown. They were:

i. Solomon was born July 10, 1818, dted Dept. 1859, He marrled 1st Elizabeth
Btonsatreet, 2nd Lucy Hockaway, 3td Martha . Prowiit.
1. Isasc wasm born Qctober 8, 1820, dfad Apri] 14, 1898, Married Fannis Hutl.

! Cartwall, “Shetandeah Valley Plonsary snd Thair Descendants,” 04, 423,
Mead, Blahop, TChurches and Familes of Vinnte e oo oo 3 8%
*Far Cartwell read Cartmeif
**For Mead read Meade.



{ii. Jacoh was born Fehruary 10, 1822, died October 19, 1848, Married Florids
E. Mites October 20, 1848,

iv. Barah Ann was borm October 28, 1825, dled 1844. Married Dr. John Hall
July 25, 1843.

¥, Busan Tabltha was born August I, 1827, Marrted Dr. Algernon Sidney Allan
April 15, 1848.

¥l. Benjamin F. Van Meter was born January 30, 1834, dled October i, 1927,
Married Novermber 30, 1864, Amella Clay Lewis, (born 18386, died July 21, 1827),
tha daughter of Thornton Lewis, And hls wite Emmsa Wright, the grand daugh-
ter of Hon. Thomas Lewis, Burgeas'* of “Bellefonte”, the mon of Colonel John
Lewls, the founder of Staunton, Augusta County, ¥irginia®

Benjemin F, Van Meter {the grandfather of the writer of this paper) re-
gided at ‘*Sycamore'’ the ancestral home he inherited from his father on the
Van Meter pike, where he perpetuated the breeding of thorough.-bred horses,
and Shorthorn cattle. On two cccasions he made trips to England to seleet his
importations— He wag the author of ‘'Genealogies and Sketches on some
Oid Families.”” For thirty-fwo years a loyal member and an honored elder
of the Presbyterian church. A devoted husband, loving father, faithful friend,
wise ¢councillor, leading citizen, devout Christian, a true man,

vii. Thomas C. was born October 29, 1835, Married Orpha Campbell,
vill, Rliza Caroline was born September 15, 1337, died 1841,
ix. Abram was born May 20, 1838, Married October 28, 1859, Anpa Elizahath
Klelser,
x. Louis Marahall was born February 8 1841,

The Van Meter Family in Kentucky

I. S0LOMON, the firat aon of Isaac Van Meter and hia wife, Rebocca Cutnlogham,
renided at Duncastle, three miles from Lexington, in Fayetts County, Keatucky.
Ap stated, he married firat Elizabeth Stonestreat, ths daughter of James Stone-
streat and hia wife, Lucy Fizshback. His mecond wifs was Lucy Hockaday, a
daughter of Irvine Hockaday and hia wife, Emily Mills; they had one daughter,
Lucy, who matrisd Dr. Kerr, of Fulton, Missourl. His (Solomon'a) third wife
was Martha C. Prewitt, daughter of Nelsoh Prawitt and his wife, Mary Ann Cole-
map, and from this marriage there were three sons, Isaac {1), Nelaon Prewitt (2),
and Bolomon {3).

II. ISAAC, the mecond son of Isane Van Meter and his wile, Rebeces Cunningham,
reatded in Fayetts County, Kentucky., He married Fanny Hull, tha deughter of
Henry Hull and his wifs, Hannah Haroess, ‘They had ten children born to them:
{1) Charles L., (£} Sallle, (3) Edwin, (4} Beott, (5) J. Brown, (§) Louls M.,
(7) Benjamin, (8) Jessie, (5) Anna Rabezea, (10} Fannie,

III. JACOB VAN METER, the third son of Iemac Van Meter and his wife, Robacca
Cungingham, mertied Florlda E. Milea and diad early, leaving no lssye,
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IV, BARAH ANN VAN METER, the fourth child of Isaas Van Mater and Rebecca
Cununingham, married Dr. John Hall, removed to Illincls and teft mo ienus,

V. S8USAN TABITHA VAN METER, the fifth child of Isaac Van Meter and his wife,
Rebecea Cunningham, marrled Dr. Algernon Allan of Fayette County, Kentucky,
and left no lawue,

vI, BENJAMIN FRANKLIN VAN METER, the sixth child of lsaac Van Mater and
bis wite, Rebecca Cunningham, marrled Amelia Clay Lewts, daughter of Thorn-
ton Lewls and his wife, Emma Wright. They bad cleven children: (1) Emma,
(2) Everitt, {3) Annette, (4) Thomas Wright Lewls, {5) Frapk B. M., {§) Mary
Belle, (7) Joseph, (8) Dr. Benjamin F., (8) Amelia Eilen, and two intant boys,
who died at birth,

VII. THOMAS C., the seventh ¢hild of Isaac Van Mater and his wits, Hebecca Cuuo-
olagham, married Orpha Gampbell of Mercer County, the daughter of Whitakey
Hill Campbel] and his wife, Permelda Parkins. They resided in Eminence, Ken»
tucky, and rafsed one daughter, Kats Van Mater.

VI BLIZA CAROLINE VAN METER, the eighth child of Isaae Van Meter and hix
wite, Rebecca Cunningham, died at the age of four years,

IX. ABRAM VAN METER, the ninth child of lseac Van Meter and his wife, Rebecca
Cunningham, married Anna Elizabeth Klelser, dnughter of Jonas Marka Klelser
and his wife, Malita 8tapp. They resided in Coole Couaty, Texas, and had seven
children: (1} Leta Mary, () Jopas K., (3} Walter M., (4) lzaac, (5} Ellzabeth
K., (6) Aona Rebacen, (1) Thomas M.

X. LIEUTENANT LQUIS MARSHALL VAN METER, tha tenth child of Isaac Van
Meter and higs wite, Rebscea Cunningham, married Nannle Moore, the daughter
of Thomas R. Moors and hie wife, Hannah Rensdsll, They resided in Shelby
County, Kentucky, and had eight children: (1) Maria B., (2} John D, (2) Loula
Marshall, Jr., (4) Evallne B, (8) Thomas Matthew, (§) Nannie, (1) Salile M.,
(8) Benjamin,

Thus, from this pioneer Iscae Van Meter, into Eentucky from the Valley
of Virginia were scattered numerons descendants into the different counties
of Fayette, Shelby, Mercer, Jefferson, Clark and Hardin. Among thess de-
scendants were many men of prominense who held responsible positions in their
communities and who walked in the footprints of their forefathers in gavern-
ment, religion and wer.



